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A Year in Review 
Happy New Year! We hope you all had a wonderful holiday season. As we kick off our first 
semester of 2017, we thought we'd take a moment to look back at some of the highlights from 
2016.  
January: New Transfer 
Agreement 
A new year and a new transfer agreement. In 
January, we signed an agreement with the 
University of the Fraser Valley. Now students 
who complete the Criminal and Social Justice 
certificate at the College, and who meet 
admission requirements, can block transfer 
their credits directly into UFV's Criminology 
diploma or Bachelor of Arts in Criminology. 
 
February: Rebranding 
As the first public step in our rebranding 
process, we unveiled our new logo on 
Tuesday, February 2. At the time, President 
and CEO David Walls said, "The continuous 
flowing shape of our new logo signifies life-
long learning, a continuous journey, 
sustainability and opportunity and speaks to 
our being adaptive, responsive and 
approachable. The new look also pays tribute 
to our place in the Rockies without giving the 
sense that the mountains are the only thing that we're about." 
 
March: Provincial 
Champs 
After an exciting 'Cinderella story' PACWEST 
Provincial Championship win, our women's 
Avalanche volleyball team headed to 
Charlottetown, PEI in March to compete at the 
2016 CCAA Women's Volleyball National 
Championship. Though the result may not 
have been what they wanted, they made the 
entire College of the Rockies family extremely 
proud. 
 
April: New Creston 
Campus Manager 
In April, Kim Garety was introduced as the 
new manager of the Creston campus. Since 
she took over the reins, Kim has participated 
in a community consultation – out of which 
emerged a new Transitions to Employment 
program. This program will help those with 
developmental disabilities to gain the skills 
they need to be able to find employment. 
 
May: Convocation 
May is always a bittersweet time of year at 
College of the Rockies as we celebrate 
convocation. This year, we were thrilled to 
celebrate our 40th year of recognizing 
students' achievements. While we feel 
tremendas pride we simultaneously feeling 
pangs of sadness that our students have 
completed their programs and will be moving 
on. However, when we hear stories of the 
great things many of our graduates go on to 
do, we can't help but feel small college proud. 
 
June: Nursing Program 
News 
We received some exciting news in June 
when Premier Christie Clark announced at the 
Cranbrook Chamber of Commerce lunch that 
the Bachelor of Science in Nursing program 
will be held in its entirety at the College's 
Cranbrook campus. The program, held in 
partnership with the University of Victoria, has 
always required students to complete their 
final three semesters at UVIC. That will no longer be the case, starting with the Fall 2018 
intake.  
 
July/August: 
Organizing Orientation 
The summer months seem quiet at College of 
the Rockies' campuses, but we are actually 
very busy preparing for the start of the fall 
semester. Our Student Life department 
worked hard over the summer to coordinate 
events for Orientation Week in September 
and to welcome new and returning students to 
the College. 
 
September: Enrolment 
Increase 
Once the registration deadline passed in 
September, we were happy to see that, once 
again, our enrolment numbers increased. 
Overall, our registrations rose 6.7 percent 
over fall 2015. Registrar, Jason Colombo was 
pleased with the continued upward trend: "Our 
ongoing increase in enrolments indicates that 
more students are realizing College of the 
Rockies is an excellent option for their post-secondary education," he said. Smaller class 
sizes, personalized educational experiences, lower tuition and excellent transferability are 
some reasons we may be seeing more students. 
 October: New Manager 
at Kimberley Campus 
In October, we announced that Jeff Cooper 
was appointed as Business Development 
Manager, based out of the Kimberley campus. 
Jeff has been with the College since 2006, 
including several years as Manager, 
International Education. A long-time 
Kimberley resident, Jeff is excited to help 
grow the Kimberley campus operations while 
giving back to the community he loves. 
 
November: Physical 
Literacy Grant 
Thanks to another $25,000 RBC Learn to Play 
grant, the College's Physical Literacy Project 
– held in conjunction with School District 5 – 
was able to expand, once again. This new 
phase of the project will focus on inclusion. 
"Our objective is to include populations that 
have not been able to participate previously," 
says Sandi Lavery, Kinesiology instructor and 
lead researcher. "We want to ensure that physical literacy skill development is available to all 
students at the elementary level, and to include older students into some new recreational 
activities as well."  
 
December: Christmas 
Giving Campaign 
Once again (for at least the 15th year) our 
Financial Services department got into the 
true spirit of Christmas by spearheading our 
Christmas Giving Campaign. They collected 
College staff's donations of gifts, non-
perishable food items as well as all the fixings 
for a Christmas dinner that went to three very 
deserving families who have recently 
transitioned from Haven House and are starting over on their own. Thanks to the generosity of 
our College community – these three families had a very merry Christmas this year. 
Important Dates 
January February 
Jan 1 - New Year's Day - Statutory 
Holiday 
Jan 3 - Orientation starts for new 
International students 
Jan 4 - Start of day and evening 
classes 
Jan 18 - Last day for late  
registration. 
Feb 1 - Last day to officially 
withdraw 
from the winter semester with a 
50% refund of tuition fees. 
Feb 8 - Open House 
Feb 13 - BC Family Day -  
College closed 
Feb 20-24 -Spring / Reading 
Break 
      
Events 
 French Toast and 
Flannel 
Students and staff join the Student Life 
staff for a yummy breakfast! Don't 
forget to wear your favorite PJ's! 
Date: Jan 18 
Time: 8:00 to 10:30 am 
Location: Cafeteria 
Price: $2 
  
 
Open House 
Interested in one of our programs? Stop 
by our open house to talk to faculty and 
students or go on a campus tour with 
one of our recruitment officers. 
Date: Wednesday, Feb 8 
Time: 3:00 to 6:00 pm 
Price: Free 
More Info: Visit Website 
  
 
Student Ski Trip 
Students - our 6th Annual Ski the 
Rockies Trip will take place March 17 to 
19. For only $225 you get 
transportation, 2 night hotel stay & 2 
day lift pass at Panorama Ski Resort . 
Limited number of spaces available – 
come by the gym to reserve your spot. 
Date: March 17 to 19 
Location: Panorama Mountain 
Price: $225 
  
 Free Mindfulness 
Sessions 
FREE sessions for students & staff are 
back! No registration required, just drop 
in. Maureen Smith's sessions are 
intended to help teach a powerful way 
of managing life's stresses to help you 
to feel more alive and confident. 
Practice with others in a group setting 
as you learn about your brain and mind 
and how they can help or hinder you in 
achieving your goals. 
Time 1: Tuesday (Jan 10, 17, 24 & 30) 
between 12:00 to 1:00 pm 
Time 2: Thursday (Jan 12 & 26) 
between 4:00 to 5:00 pm 
Location: Aboriginal Gathering Place 
Price: FREE 
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